DIPLOMACY                                433

became comparatively energetic and intelligent.
Comoundouros was a demagogue, without any scru-
ples as to the means of success, but he was intelli-
gent enough to understand the position and that a
positive policy was necessary. He had opposed any
encouragement to the insurrection in the beginning,
seeing no hope for its success; but public opinion all
over Europe and in America had by this time become
so pronounced, and committees were beginning so
widely to form to aid the Cretans, that there seemed
a chance of intervention and a certainty of large
assistance in money and moral encouragement. He
took the responsibility of openly giving aid to the
insurrection, but he still had not the clear under-
standing of the want of a concentrated direction in
Crete. The bands refused to cooperate, and while
Coroneos in the central districts carried on a brilliant
system of harrying and raiding the Turkish detach-
ments, the chiefs in the eastern and western sections
remained inert, getting the principal portion of the
supplies (as the blockade runners went mostly to
the coasts of those districts) but doing the least of
the work. Comoundouros dared not risk offending
the many political partisans by imposing on the
volunteers whom he sent over a competent and con-
centrated command. But as a collateral means of
pressure the new ministry set to work organizing a
movement on the Continent, and it had the courage
to face all the probabilities of a war with Turkey.

At this juncture came the famous blockade run-
ner, the Arkadi, a most successful contrabandist ofe insurrection
